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virtue confifts in correcting the peccant matter in the fio- 
mach and inteftinal canal. 

All the difeafes in which I have given it, had a putrid 
tendency. I fhall be happy to hear of its fuccefs in your 
weftern hemifphere. 

And am, with efteem, 
Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
WILLIAM WRIGHT. 



N° XXXVII. 

Medical Hiflbry of the Cortex Ruber, or Red Bark ; com- 
municated to John Morgan, M. D. Profejfor of the 
Theory and Praclice of Phyfic at Philadelphia, and 
F. R. S. London, &c 

R o ad i F 8 b " X HAVE lately received the following commu- 
JL nications upon the Cortex Ruber, which I have 
found fo efficacious in the cure of obftinate remittent and 
bilious fevers, that I think it my duty to lay them before 
this fociety, in hopes of fo valuable a medicine being 
thereby better known, and introduced more generally in- 
to practice. 

Extracl of a Letter from Thomas S. Duche, dated Lon- 
don, Augufl 9, 1783. 

" I was lately at a lecture delivered at Guy's hofpital, 
by Dr. Saunders, upon the cure of intermittent fevers, 
and obferving the doctor fpoke very much in favour of 
a new fpecies of bark which he had introduced into the 
pra&ice of phyfic, I procured a fpecimen of it for you, 

thinking 
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thinking it might be agreeable to you to hear of any new 
improvements in the healing art. It is called Red Bark. 
According to his account it poffefles fo much virtue, and 
is of fuch certain efficacy, that, compared with it, the com- 
mon bark is an inert mafs. It contains a much larger 
portion of refin, has a much ftronger aromatic tafte than 
the common bark, and does not require half the quantity 
for a dofe. Amongft other particulars, he mentioned the 
following proof of its fuperior virtue, namely, that of this 
medicine, when adminiftered in a fimple cold infufion, 
any given quantity is much ftronger and effectual to re- 
move the fever than a chemical extract from the fame 
quantity of the other. I now fend you a fpecimen, by 
which you will be able to make a trial and form fome 
judgment of its virtues." 

T. S. Duche. 

Soon after the receipt of the foregoing letter, I received 
the following valuable communication from Dr. George 
Davidfon of St. Lucia, which it affords me great pleafure 
to lay before this fociety. 

St. Lucia, Auguft 29, 1783. 
To Doctor John Morgan, at Philadelphia. 

Sir, 

IF the fubject upon which I have the honour to write 
you, fhould be found to merit attention, and prove in any 
refpect ufeful and advantageous to mankind, I (hall eafily 
ftand excufed in addrefling you, perfonally unacquainted 
as I am. 

I have by this opportunity fent a fmall fpecimen of the 
Cinchona of this ifland, refembling the Peruvian bark in 
its botanical character, and from the trial made here fur- 
pafling it in medical virtues. It is now nearly four years 
fince the Caribsean bark was difcovered upon the heights 

adjoining 
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adjoining Morne Fortune, and introduced into practice by 
Dr. Young, phyfician to his Britannic majefty's troops. 
The frefhnefs of the bark, the little attention beftowed in 
drying it, and the large dofes in whiqh it was exhibited, 
produced alarming fits of vomiting and purging, and de- 
terred us, at that time, from the further profecution of the 
fubject, until the other day that a treatife upon the red 
bark, by Dr. Saunders of London, and a belief which we 
entertained that this was the fame bark which he defcribes, 
induced us again to make a trial of it. Having properly 
dried it, and given it in the cold infufion with greater 
caution and in lefs dofes than at the firft efTay, we are now 
happy in alluring the public, that in mod inftances it has 
not difappointed us. Still, however, notwithftanding the 
utmoft care in drying it, in fome cafes it ftill feems to re- 
tain its emetic and purgative qualities, as the ftomach and 
firft paffages, in complaints here, are loaded with a quan- 
tity of putrid bile. Thefe are not its leaft valuable pro- 
perties. It will, however, be neceffary when thefe effects 
are produced, to check them afterwards by opiates. 

With regard to its preparations : I have generally given 
it in the cold infufion either made with lime or cinnamon 
water. An extract made with fpirits and water fits eafi- 
ly on the ftomach and can be given in larger quantities. 

In fome late cafes of tertians, where I have been cal- 
led to the patient during the fecond fit ; without watch- 
ing for its going off, 1 have begun with this bark, which 
effectually cleanfed the ftomach and bowels, and paved 
the way for its future adminiftration. 

In putrid dyfenteries, and in a remarkable fpecies of 
dyfentery, conjoined with an intermittent fever, which I 
have met with here, the bark has done more than all the 
remedies which I have feen employed. The purgative 
effects which it produced enabled us to throw it in earli- 
er; the hardened fcybula, the fupport of the difeafe, were 

removed 
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removed, the ftomach and bowels braced up, and, by the 
interpofition of opiates, the fpafms were removed. 

Having fent feveral fpecimens of the bark for a trial 
to different parts of the continent of America, and parti- 
cularly to my worthy friend Doctor Hall of Peterfburgh 
Virginia, I impatiently wait the refult of your trials, and 
will efteem myfelf particularly obliged by your commu- 
nication. If you chufe, I fhall fend you fome of the 
young trees planted in tubs, with fome of the feeds. 

Should it be found to anfwer my expectation, the plea- 
fure refulting from the thoughts of having communicat- 
ed fomething ufeful, will be to me ample enough recom- 
penfe. I have the honor to be, 

With the utmoft refpecT:, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
GEORGE DAVIDSON. 

P. S. Dr. Wright of Jamaica (in fifth vol. of medical 
commentaries,) defcribes a fpecies of Cinchona, with only 
one flower on a footftalk; the fame was likewife found at 
the Havanna. It differs in that particular from the old 
bark, which refembles the St. Lucia bark, in having feve- 
ral flowers on each footftalk. 

The following is a Defcription of the Cinchona Cari- 
bjea Sanctje Lucira. 

The tree is commonly found in ravines, near fprings, 
under the fhade of a larger tree. It delights in places well 
fhaded, and defended from the north-eaft trade wind. 
The foil is commonly a ftiff red earth with a clayey fub- 
ftratum ; quantities of fmall beautiful chryftals, of a regu- 
lar angular form, are found intermixed. 

The tree is about the fize of the cherry tree ; feldom 
exceeding the thicknefs of the thigh, and twenty-five feet 
in height. 

The 
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The flowers begin to appear at the commencement of 
the rainy feafon in beautiful tufts, upon pannicles branch- 
ed out in threes and fours. I have never feen that fpecies 
defcribed by Jacquin and found at the Havannah, pedun- 
culis unifloris. 

Before the corolla is fully expanded, and the ftamina 
make their appearance without the tube of the corolla, 
the flower is white, but it afterwards turns to a beautiful 
purple. Then dropping off, the germen enlarges to the 
fize of an hazle-nut, oblong and round. It gradually 
dries, burfts in two, and fcatters the feeds, which fall to 
the ground and again take root. 

The wood of the tree is light, fpongy, and fit for no 
ufeful purpofe. It has not the bitter tafte of the bark. 
The leaves are very bitter, and the flowers, feeds, &c. 
feem to poflefs the bitternefs and aftringency in a more 
eminent degree. 

An ounce of the bark in fine powder infufed in a quart 
of cold water for twenty-four hours, and the infufion af- 
terwards filtered, appears higher coloured than a decoction 
made with double the quantity of the old bark. The co- 
lour which it ftrikes with the tinft. flor. martial, and Jal 
martisy is like wife of a deeper black. The fpirituous 
tincture is of a deep red colour, and ftrikes a deep black 
by the addition of the preparations of iron. 

The tafte of the Cinchona Caribzea is manifeftly more 
aftringent than the tafte of the old bark ; an inference may 
therefore, d. priori^ be made, that its tonic powers are 
greater. 

The quantity of refin which it yields is much more 
confiderable, and an extract made with both fpirits and 
water, feems to pofTefs the whole virtues of the bark. 
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